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THE CENTRAL DIVISION MEETING 

The sixteenth annual meeting of the Central Division 
of the Modem Language Association of America was held 
at Washington University, Saint Louis, Missouri, De- 
cember 28, 29, and 30, 1910. The sessions of December 
28 and 30 were held in Mary Institute, Lake and McPher- 
son Avenues; those of December 29 in University Hall, 
on the University Campus. Professor Laurence Possler, 
Chairman of the Central Division, presided at all the 
sessions. 

FIRST SESSION, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28 

The Central Division met at 2.45 p. m. The Chairman 
appointed the following committees: 

(1) To nominate oiEcers: Professors H. M. Belden, 
A. de Salvio, G. H. Meyer, P. A. Blackburn, and J. M. 
Thomas. 

(2) On place of meeting: Professors H. A. Smith, P. 
M. Buck, Jr., W. W. Florer, J. M. Clapp, and W. A. 
Mtze. 

A letter from a committee of The Bibliographical 
Society of America was read by Professor A. C. von !N"oe, 
asking that a committee be appointed to cooperate vrith 
its committee " To investigate the scope and method of 
special bibliographies, to consider remedies for unneces- 
sary duplication, and to advise means of extending the 
efficiency of the bibliographies already in existence." 
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The appointment of a representative of the Central Di- 
vision on the proposed committee was authorized, and 
Dr. John S. NoUen, President of Lake Forest College, 
was chosen as such representative. 

The reading of papers was then begun. 

1. " The Eelation of Dryden's Essay on Dramatic 
Poesie to Lessing with Special Reference to the Seven- 
teenth Liter aturbrief." By Professor Milton D. Baum- 
gartner, of the University of Nebraska. 

[The purpose of this paper was to sketch briefly Lessing's first 
introduction to Dryden thru Voltaire; also Gottsched's's partial 
translation of Dryden's Essay from Bocage's French translation pre- 
vious to that of Lessing, and then give the evidence of close rela- 
tionship between the Essay and the Literaturbrief such as: date, 
identical arguments in favor of English dramatic supremacy, enu- 
meration of the same English dramatists, common emphasis of 
Corneille's weakness, and proclamation of Shakspere's genius.— 
Twenty minutes.'] 

2. " Aristotle's Doctrine of Katharsis and the Positive 

or Constructive Activity Involved." By Professor Arthur 

Henry Rolph Fairchild, of the University of Missouri. 

[Aristotle's definition of tragedy and his doctrine of katharsis; 
the several interpretations; their negative character; katharsis in- 
volves a positive or constructive activity; Hamlet as an illustration; 
tragedy in general; some implications. — Twenty minutes.'] 

This paper was discust by Professors J. T. Hatfield 
and L. Possler. 

3. " Some Observations upon Weltliteratur." By Pro- 
fessor Philipp Seiberth, of Washington University. 

[The idea of Weltliteratur is to-day a well defined and fully 
established part of our literary culture. The paper attempted to 
show some special aspects of the growth and final import of the 
idea in the eighteenth century. — Fifteen minutes.] 
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4. " The Ecclesiastical Element in the Romanic Lan- 
guages." By Professor Winthrop Holt Chenery, of 
Washington University. 

[The paper did not aim to present a history of the church voca- 
bulary in the speech of southern Europe. It purposed rather to 
study, by tracing the development of typical examples, certain 
phases of semantic evolution, as exhibited in the growth and trans- 
formation of the ecclesiastical terminology. — Fifteen minutes.] 

5. " Streckformen — Heinrich Schroder und die Kri- 

tik." By Professor Ernst Voss, of the University of 

Wisconsin. 

[Heinrich Schroders Kritik an den Methoden und ErklSrungs- 
versuchen, die man bei Wortern angewandt hat, welche gegen das 
germanische Betonungsgesetz anscheinend verstossen. Seine neue 
Formulierung dieses Gesetzes und Behaghels sogenanntes deutsches 
Akzentgesetz. Schroders Arbeit liber Streckformen und seine Kriti- 
ker, Kluge, Behaghel, Kovi, und August Gebhardt. — Twenty minutes.} 

This paper was discust by Professors J. Goebel, L. 
Bloomfield, P. Seiberth, O. Heller, L. Fossler, and the 
author. 

SECOND SESSION, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28 

At half-past eight o'clock in the evening Professor 
Laurence Fossler, Chairman of the Central Division, de- 
livered an address on the subject, " Can the Standard of 
EiEciency of Modem Language Instruction in Secondary 
Schools be Raised ? " 

After the address a reception was held for the members 
and guests of the Central Division in the gymnasium of 
Mary Institute. 

THIRD SESSION, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29 

The Central Division met at 10.15 a. m. The session 
was opened by an address of welcome by Chancellor David 
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Franklin Houston, of Washington University. Chancel- 
lor Houston spoke in part as follows: 

I have always felt a certain degree of sympathy for a 
teacher of language. His task is difficult, and public 
appreciation of his work is rarely exhibited. His is not 
a dramatic activity. It does not strike the public imagi- 
nation. . . . But nevertheless the work belongs to that 
class of fundamental things without which no other good 
work can be efficiently done. . . . 

My sympathy has especially followed the teacher of 
English in this country. Familiarity with one's own lan- 
guage perhaps breeds contempt for it. It is certainly 
true that it is the most difficult of all subjects to present 
satisfactorily to a student body, and perhaps the results of 
the teaching of no other subject are so severely criticized 
by the public. The difficulty is fundamental, and is 
rarely recognized. It may be true that the average stu- 
dent to-day does not use as good English as the average 
student of a few generations ago ; but this is not the fault 
of the teacher. The teaching has improved vastly in its 
method and content. The fact which is seldom recognized 
is that we are attempting a very different thing. Then 
it was aristocracy that had to be educated, to-day it is 
democracy; then a student had a considerable familiarity 
from home surroundings with correct speech and good 
literature, to-day the equipment with which the pupil 
approaches the formal part of his training is pitifully 
meagre, on the average. To make a good writer of Eng- 
lish and lover of literature of an individual is difficult, 
unless the beginning was made with his grandfather. The 
task is difficult, and the problem is one that admits of no 
easy solution. It is the problem of " smoothing a rough 
people by slow degrees," as the poet phrases it. 
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The problem is not essentially different With the modern 
foreign languages. . . . Our country has been gradually 
evolving out of the extreme provincialism which has so 
long characterized its outlook and thinking. Its touch 
with the world is becoming more intimate. People are 
beginning to realize that there is something abroad which 
they may study to advantage, and that the languages of 
a number of foreign peoples contain vast stores of litera- 
ture and a vast mass of information which they need. 

The problem before you is a constructive one. You 
must guarantee that your subjects shall be taught with 
the same effective disciplinary methods as the older and 
better established subjects, and it seems to me that you 
must labor to secure provision from the public for the 
introduction of these subjects in their proper place in the 
school curricula. ... If I may ventture a suggestion, I 
would say that this Association can render no better ser- 
vice than to bend its efforts to secure a fuller provision 
for the teaching of modem foreign language, not only in 
the private secondary school but also in the public from 
the earliest possible stages. . . . Those higher institutions 
in peculiar legal touch with the school systems, namely, 
the state universities, have it within their power effectively 
to foster sound educational principles in this direction 
in the systems with which they are in close rela-tion. 

The Secretary of the Central Division, Charles Bundy 
Wilson, read a communication from Professor W. Q. 
Howard, the Treasurer of the Association, urging the im- 
portance of establishing a permanent fund for the Asso- 
ciation, and in behalf of the Treasurer he presented the 
following motions: 

1. That a committee of two be appointed by the Chair to cooperate 
18 
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witli tliree members to be appointed by the President of the Asso- 
ciation in measures loolving to the accumulation of a permanent 
fund for the Association. 

2. Tliat there bo referred for action to the next union meeting 
and publisht with the notice of that meeting as a subject for 
action thereat: 

A Ucconimcndation to tlie Executive Council to appoint three 
trustees upon terms that shall give effect to the following prin- 
ciples, to wit: 

a) The trustees shall receive and hold all unrestricted gifts, all 

payments of forty dollars or over for life membership, and 
all bo(jiicsts and legacies to the Association which are not 
restricted to particular uses by the will of the testator. 

b) The trustees shall keep intact the principal of all sums 

entrusted to them and shall invest it at their discretion; 
provided, however, that if at any time the Association 
should be dissolved, the trustees shall then give and pay 
over to the trustees of the Carnegie Foundation for the 
Advancement of Teaching all moneys, principal and in- 
terest, and all rights, properties, and evidences of property 
by them held in trust for the benefit of this Association. 

c) The trustees shall annually on the third Monday in January 

pay the net income of all trust funds in their keeping to 
the Treasurer of the Association for the general uses 
thereof. 

3. That members of the Association be and they hereby are 
invited to signify to the committee aforesaid: 

a) Their willingness to contribute to a permanent fund for the 

Association, if such a fund be established; 
6) Tlieir willingness to become life members, and on what terms. 

4. That the Treasurer be authorized to receive and hold con- 
tributions to a permanent fund until trustees are appointed to 
receive them, or, in case trustees should not be appointed in the 
year I9I2, subject to the order of the Executive Council. 

The general plan as set forth in these motions was 
approved, and the appointment of a committee of two was 
authorized in accordance with the first motion. Professors 
J. W. CunliiFe and A. F. Kuersteiner were appointed to 
serve as such committee. 

The reading of papers was then resumed. 
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6. '* The Form of Doctor Faustus." By Professor 

Elbert N. S. Thompson, of the State University of Iowa. 

[Scholars in general agree that an English translation of the 
German Yolksbueh of 1587 gave Marlowe material for Dootor 
Faustus. It was the purpose of this paper to show that his hand- 
ling of this material was determined to a marked degree by his 
familiarity with the English moral play, and to indicate as pre- 
cisely as possible the nature of his relationship with the older 
dramatists. — Twenty minutes.] 

This paper was disousit by Professor J. L. Lowes and 
the author. 

7. " Orestien's and Wolfram's Description of the Grrail 
Castle." By Professor William Albert Nitze, of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago. 

[The paper sought to show that the Irish Banqueting Hall was 
the definite model upon which the authors worked. Wolfram shows 
clearer traces of the Celtic original than Crestien; a fact which may 
be of importance in determining Wolfram's original. (The complete 
paper will appear in the volume of studies about to be publiaht 
in honor of the late Professor A. Marshall Elliott). — A brief 
summary.} 

This paper was discust by Dr. H. S. V. Jones and the 
author. 

8. "Two Notes: (a) L' Allegro and The Passionate 
Shepheard; (b) The * eorounes two ' in the Second Nun's 
Tale." By Professor John Livingston Lowes, of Wash- 
ington University. 

[(a) A brief discussion of what seems to be an overlooked influ- 
ence upon L'AUegro; (b) The symbolism of the crowns of lilies and 
roses, as it appears in the Serm^nes Aurei of Jacobus de Voragine, 
and its bearing upon the artistic unity of the story. — Twenty 
minutes. 1 

This paper was discust by Professors H. M. Belden, F. 
A. Blackburn and the author. 
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9. " Forsoningen in Tegner's Fritiofssaga." By Pro- 
fessor Albert Morey Sturtevant, of the University of Kan- 
sas. Eead by Professor William Herbert Carruth, of the 
University of Kansas. 

[The purpose was to point out the connection in thought and 
language between the canto Forsoningen and four of Tegner'a 
previous poems: namely, FridsrSster (1808), Traden (1813), Natt- 
vardsharen (1820) and Epilog vid magisterpromotionen i Lund 
(1820). Tegner's religious views were discust with especial refer- 
ence to the relation of God to man and to the orthodox conception 
of Vicarious Atonement. Passages were quoted from all four poems, 
which are identical in thought and correspond almost word for word 
with certain passages in the Fritiofssaga. The article purported to 
clarify Tegner's religious views and to give an appreciative analysis 
of their expression in poetry. — Ticenty minutes.l 

On motion of tbe cbairman of the committee on place 
of meeting, the Secretary was instructed to send to Pro- 
fessor C. H. Grandgent, the Secretary of the Association, 
a telegram to the effect that the Central Division was 
willing to leave the decision as to a place for the union 
meeting in 1911 to the Executive Council, but that the 
Division would gladly accept the invitation of Chicago, 
if that met the approval of the Association. [A telegram 
was sent as directed.] 

At half-past twelve o'clock on Thursday, December 29, 
the members and guests of the Central Division were 
entertained at luncheon in Tower Hall, on the University 
Campus. 

K)URTH SESSION, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29 

This session, which was held Thursday afternoon in 
the rooms of University Hall, on the University Campus, 
was devoted to three departmental meetings, representing 
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English, Germanic, and Komance languages and litera- 
tures. Subjects of importance to the advancement of 
instruction were discust. 

English. 

Chairman — Professor Miller Moore Eogg, of the Uni- 
versity of N'ebraska; Secretary pro tempore — ^Professor 
Charles Henry Gray, of the University of Kansas. 

The committee of five appointed at the last meeting — 
Professors P. G. Hubbard, J. M. Thomas, A. B. Noble, 
H. G. Paul, and E. M. Hopkins — to ascertain certain 
facts with regard to English composition teaching, pre- 
sented its report by its chairman, Professor Hopkins of 
-the University of Kansas. This report gave in detail 
accurate and specific information, fumisht by more than 
a thousand teachers, upon points the following of which 
were emphasized as of special importance: 

That English composition is not only a fundamental and neces- 
sary subject but is also a laboratory subject, requiring besides 
oral training much practice in writing, which should average about 
400 words a week for high school pupils and 650 for college fresh- 
men; and for proper attention from instructors should take not less 
than an hour of time for each 2000 words in high schools and 
2200 in colleges, under average conditions. 

That while eye and brain and nervous system can endure on the 
average barely two hours a day of theme reading with continued 
maintenance of health and efficiency, under present average con- 
ditions composition teachers must either spend from 25 to 30 hours 
a week (reported maximum 75 hours) in reading themes, and take 
the physical consequences often ending in permanent and serious 
injury, or else slight their work or leave it in proportionate part 
undone. 

That under these conditions a majority of composition teachers 
either regret their choice of profession or hold it through resolve to 
sacrifice health and personal ambition to the interests of their 
pupils. 
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That the principal reasons for their discouragement are these: 
{a) It is physically impossible to secure reasonably satisfactory 
results, since their work is from 50 to 150 per cent, greater than 
that required of other instructors. (6) In 25 per cent, of the 
schools reporting, their pay is less, (o) The drain upon mental 
and physical vitality rapidly depreciates efficiency, {d) Adequate 
reading and scholarship and maintenance of professional standing 
are commonly impossible, (e) The facts herein stated are com- 
monly disbelieved or disregarded by school officers and adminis- 
trators, when brought to their attention. 

That the work of a composition teacher should be measured by 
the number of students in his classes, only incidentally by the 
number of his class recitation hours; and that under favorable 
conditions this number should not exceed eighty for high schools 
and sixty for college freshman classes. 

The report was discust by Professors F. A. Blackburn, 
J. M. Clapp, P. M. Buck, Jr., F. G. Hubbard, E. M. 
Hopkins, J. L. Lowes, E. C. Baldwin, H. S. V. Jones, 
J, M. Thomas, H. M. Belden, E. W. Brown, and D. L. 
Thomas. On motion of Professor Lowes it was adopted; 
and the committee was continued for one year with in- 
structions to publish it in full, to gather additional infor- 
mation, and to make further report. 

Germanic Languages. 

Chairman — Professor Julius Goebel, of the University 
of Illinois. 

The meeting was called to order at 2.45 p. m. Pro- 
fessor Alexander R. Hohlfeld, of the University of Wis- 
consin, made an interesting and helpful address on the 
subject, " The Survey of German Literature." Professor 
Hohlfeld spoke from wide experience and acquaintance 
with material available for such a course. The address 
brought out an animated discussion by Professors A. C. 
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von Noe, J. T. Hatfield, J. Goebel, P. Seiberth, W. W. 
Florer, O. Heller, T. L. Blayney, W. H. Carruth, and 
the speaker. 

Professor Otto Heller, of Washington University, read 
a paper entitled, " Some Considerations on Curme's A 
Grammar of the German Language." Professor Heller 
exprest regret at the absence of Professor Curme. He 
urged that the invaluable service rendered by this work 
should be requited by the willingness of Germanists and 
teachers of German to cooperate with the author toward 
the improvement of the book, and he offered suggestions 
as to emendations. A spirited discussion followed, partici- 
pated in by Professors E. Voss, J. Goebel, P. Seiberth, 
A. C. von Noe, E. Leser, A. K. Hohlfeld, and the reader. 

KOMANCE LaH-GUAGES. 

Chairman — Professor Albert Frederick Kuersteiner, 
of Indiana University. 

The meeting was called to order at 2.45 p. m. 

Professor Stephen Hayes Bush, of the State Univer- 
sity of Iowa, read a paper on the subject, " The Teaching 
of French Literature to Undergraduates." He advocated 
an appreciative rather than an historical study of litera- 
ture. The discussion of the paper was spirited. It was 
led by Professor George D. Morris and continued by Pro- 
fessors F. C. L. van Steenderen, W. A. ISTitze, H. A. 
Smith, L. P. Shanks, D. H. Camahan, and Mr. G. Cavic- 
chia. 

Professor Hiram P. Williamson, of the University of 
Chicago, presented an informal paper on the subject, " The 
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Teaching of Modern Languages in France." He was fol- 
loed by Professor Charles Groettsch, of the University of 
Chicago, with a paper on " A Visit to the Musterschule 
at Frankfurt am Main." Both speakers pointed out that 
the " direct method " is now insisted upon in France and 
Germany. A few questions from the chairman and others 
brought out the fact that the age of the pupils in both 
countries is much below the high school age in America. 
On account of the lateness of the hour, the discussion was 
necessarily very brief, and for the same reason, it was 
decided to postpone until some future meeting the reading 
of a paper on " The Substitution of Spanish for French 
in our Secondary Schools," which had been prepared for 
this meeting and sent to the chairman by Professor Henry 
Le Daum, of the State University of N"orth Dakota. 

At half-past eight on the evening of Thursday, 
December 29, the gentlemen of the Central Division were 
entertained at a smoker at Washington Hotel, Kings- 
highway and Washington Boulevard. The Rev. Dr. W. 
0. Bitting gave an informal talk. 

FIFTH SESSION, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 30 

The session began at 10.00 a. m. 

The nominating committee reported the following nom- 
inations, and, in view of the fact that the meeting of 1911 
will be a union meeting, the committee recommended that 
the persons named be elected for two years. 

Chairman: Frank Gaylord Hubbard, of the University 
of Wisconsin. 

Executive Committee: Laurence Fossler, of the Uni- 
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versity of iN'ebraska ; Frederick Klaeber, of the University 
of Minnesota; F. 0. L. van Steenderen, of Lake Forest 
College. 

Tiie persons nominated were unanimously elected as 
recommended. [The secretary, Charles Bundy Wilson, 
of the State University of Iowa, holds over, having been 
reelected in 1908 for a term of four years, 1909-1912.] 

The committee on place of meeting presented the follow- 
ing report in accordance with the telegram ordered sent 
to the Secretary of the Association : 

The Central Division is willing to leave the decision as to a 
place for the union meeting of 1911 to the Executive Council, but 
would gladly accept the invitation of Chicago if this meets the 
approval of the Association. 

This report was unanimously adopted. 

The following resolutions with regard to the late Pro- 
fessor Lewis A. Rhoades, which had been prepared by 
Professor James Taft Hatfield who had been appointed 
a committee for that purpose, were read by the Secretary, 
and were unanimously adopted by a standing vote : 

The Central Division of the Modern Language Association of 
America pauses for a moment during the work of its sixteenth 
annual meeting to pay its tribute of respect and affection to an 
honored colleague, Lewis A. Rhoades, whose companionship has been 
withdrawn during the year which is now closing. 

The members of this Division desire to record their appreciation 
of his generous and large-hearted humanity, which made him a 
beloved friend as well as an efficient associate. His services to 
modern language studies were varied and substantial, undertaken 
in a broad and scholarly spirit, and will continue to exert an 
influence toward raising the ideals of that profession to which he 
was faithfully devoted. 
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The Central Division instructs its Secretary to transmit these 
resolutions to Mrs. Ehoades with the assurance of its deep and 
sincere sympathy, and to enter them upon the minutes of this 
meeting. [A copy of these resolutions was subsequently sent to 
Mrs. Ehoades.] 

The following resolutions with reference to the late 
Professor John E. Matzke were presented by Professor 
Albert Frederick Kuersteiner, and were unanimously 
adopted by a standing vote: 

The sudden death of Professor Matzke was a grief to so many of 
us, and his devotion to the studies represented by this Association 
was so ardent that it is fitting that we do honor to his memory. 

John E. Matzke was born in 1862 in Breslau, Germany. At an 
early age he came to America, where he received most of his 
advanced schooling. After graduating from Hope College, he entered 
the Johns Hopkins University, and there devoted himself to the 
study of the Romance languages. After receiving his degree, he 
taught at Bowdoin College, at Indiana University, and in 1893 was 
called to the Leland Stanford Junior University, to which he gave 
his services during the rest of his life. In September of this year 
he went to Mexico as the representative of his institution at the 
centennial celebration. He left California full of hopes and plans 
for the future, and seemingly in the best of health. While he was 
in Mexico City a cerebral hemorrhage suddenly carried him off. 

His name deserves to live among us. The deep interest which 
he showed in his work was rewarded by the respect of his students 
and colleagues, and when the Philological Association of the Pacific 
Coast was founded in 1899, he was its first secretary. The school 
texts which he edited and the many scientific articles and books 
that he contributed markt him as one of the foremost scholars 
of this country. 

Be it therefore resolved. 

That we, the members of the Central Division of the Modern 
Language Association of America, hereby express our high appre- 
ciation of Professor Matzke's scholarship and services, and our 
admiration for his personal qualities; 

That the secretary be instructed to communicate these resolutions 
to the bereaved family as an assurance of our deep sympathy; and 

That a copy of these resolutions be spread upon the minutes of 
this meeting. [A copy of these resolutions was subsequently sent 
to Professor Matzke's family.] 
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Professor Frank Gaylord Hubbard presented the follow- 
ing report for the committee on the reproduction of early 
texts : 

The efforts of the committee during the past year have been 
mainly directed towards securing the publication of a facsimile 
reproduction of the Caedmon Ms. in the Bodleian Library. In 
accordance with the resolution passed at the last meeting of the 
Eastern Division, a circular was issued inviting subscriptions, and 
forty-nine were obtained from the United States and Canada, in 
addition to a smaller number abroad. The conditions imposed by 
the Oxford University Press seemed to be in a fair way for fulfill- 
ment, when it was discovered that these conditions were differently 
understood by your Committee and by the Press. At the suggestion 
of the Secretary to the Press the Committee turned their subscrip- 
tion list over to him, and satisfactory assurances have since been 
received from him that the reproduction will be issued, possibly as 
a memorial to the late Dr. Furnivall. 

J. W. CUNLIFFE. 

C. M. Gayley. 

G. L. KiTTBEDGE. 

J. M. Manly. 
H. A. Todd. 

The report was approved. 

Professor Hermann Almstedt, in behalf of a joint 
committee representing the Germanic and Romance Sec- 
tions, read the following report: 

To the Central Division of the Modern Language Association of 
America: 

Your joint committee appointed at the Iowa City meeting last 
year "To consider the question of revising the Report of the Com- 
mittee of Twelve " begs leave to submit the following report: 

We are in hearty agreement with the reasons and motives that 
led to the adoption of the Report of the Committee of Twelve. It 
was the first step in the right direction. We are of the opinion, 
however, that the Report of the Committee of Twelve needs a 
revision, and this for the following reasons: 

1. The last ten years have witnest a remarkable growth in the 
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study of modern languages. New conditions have arisen in the light 
of which the old report should receive a restatement. 

2. In the light of present ideals, as exprest by the resolutions 
of the modern language meetings in our several states, by publi- 
cations, and by personal expression of those deeply interested, the 
old report does not adequately represent the consensus of opinion. 

3. The great emphasis on reading and getting to an early study 
of literature has worked out harmful to language discipline; it has 
encouraged poorly prepared teachers to turn out poorly prepared 
students. We reiterate the position of the old report that lan- 
guages are means, but we firmly believe that as means even, they 
should receive more direct vital attention than at present. It is 
just in this respect that the old report needs most careful and 
searching revision. 

Your committee therefore, in view of the reasons given above, 
begs leave to submit an affirmative answer to the question of a 
revision of the Report of the Committee of Twelve. 

Hermann Almstedt, 
Chairman of Committee of Germanic Section. 

T. Atkinson Jenkins, 
Chairman of Committee of Romance Section. 
St. louis. Mo., 
Dec. 30, 1910. 

On motion of Professor Almstedt, this report was 
adopted, as was likewise the following resolution: 

Resolved, that a copy of this report be sent to the Secre- 
tary of the Association with the urgent request that a 
similar joint committee be appointed at once to cooperate 
in the work of revision of the Report of the Committee 
of Twelve, so that at next year's union meeting the revised 
Report may be acted upon. [A copy of the report and 
resolution was sent to the Secretary of the Association 
as directed.] 

Professor Frank Gaylord Hubbard presented the follow- 
ing resolution : 

Resolved, That the members of the Central Division of the 
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Modern Language Association of America desire to express to the 
Chancellor and Faculty of Washington University, to the members 
of the Language and Literature Club of Washington University, 
to the University Club of Saint Louis, and to the members of the 
Local Committee, their hearty appreciation of the generous hospi- 
tality extended to them during the sixteenth annual meeting of 
the Division, hospitality warm and cordial in spirit, and thought- 
fully perfect in detail. 

The resolution was enthusiastically adopted. 

The Secretary read a telegram from the Secretary of 
the Association, which was in convention assembled in 
New York, conveying to the Central Division the cordial 
greetings of the Association. 

A representative of a committee on entrance require- 
ments in mathematics and science of The American Fed- 
eration of Teachers of the Mathematical and the Natural 
Sciences was given the privilege of the floor. He re- 
commended, among other things, " That we urge the 
colleges to abandon the ' unit system,' and in its place 
to accept the certificate of the high school, at its face value 
for such work as it covers, and permit this to entitle the 
student to take such college work as his preparation may 
warrant, whenever the certificate stands for four years of 
systematic and thorough training in a good high school." 
A motion authorizing the appointment of a committee of 
three to take this matter under advisement was lost. 

The reading of papers was then resumed. 

10. "The Order of Stories in the 8ept Sages de Rome." 
By Professor Hugh Allison Smith, of the University of 
Wisconsin. 

tin editing a verse manuscript of the 8even Sages, the editor has 
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secured some new information on the order of stories in the verse 
versions. With this aid a general theory was proposed to explain 
the different order in the various French versions, both verse and 
prose. The theory is of interest especially with regard to its bear- 
ing on the question of the oral transmission of this collection in 
its early history in French. — Twenty minutes.] 

11. " A Suggestion for a New Edition of Butler's 

Hudihras." By Professor Edward Chauncey Baldwin, 

of the University of Illinois. 

[To rescue Hudihras from the neglect and oblivion into which it 
seems in danger of falling, as a result of having been clast as 
simply a political satire, would be a worthy task. In such an 
edition the value of Butler's prose Characters in explaining the 
author's satiric method, and in explaining the allusions in the text 
should not be overlookt. Tho they have been hitherto wholly 
neglected, they are found upon examination to furnish an illumi- 
nating commentary both upon the author's method of work and 
upon the text itself. — Ten-minute abstract.] 

12. " Goethe's Oeheimnisse." By Professor Julius 

Goebel, of the University of Illinois. 

[A study in the origin of the poem with the view of arriving at 
a new interpretation of its central idea. — Twenty minutes.] 

13. " The English Morality Defined." By Professor 

W. Roy Mackenzie, of Washington University. 

[The present definitions of the Morality are misleading, and can 
be shown to fail in their application to the plays themselves. A 
definition that really covers the subject must take into consideration 
the methods of allegory in general and also in their particular 
relation to the Moralities. — Twenty minutes.] 



SIXTH SESSION, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 30 

The session began at 2.35 p. m. The reading of papers 
was continued. 

14. " The Authorship of The Spoyle of Antwerpe 
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(Nov. 1570)." By Professor John William Cunliffe, of 

the University of Wisconsin. Head by Professor Frank 

Gaylord Hubbard, of the University of Wisconsin. 

[Although a Greorge Gascoigne was known to be the author of 
this anonymous tract, his identity with the poet was questioned 
on the grounds of tlie latter's ill health in May, 1576 (Epistle 
Dedicatory to The Droomme of Doomes Day) ; his intention, declared 
in August (Epistle Dedicatory to A delicate Diet, for daintie 
mouthde Drooukardes) to be in Bedfordshire at the end of Septem- 
ber, when the writer of the pamphlet is known to have been abroad; 
and the death of the poet in Oct., 1577. The identity of the pam- 
phleteer and the poet is proved by a comparison of two signatures 
of the former to letters in the Public Record Office, dated Sept. 15 
and Oct. 7 respectively, 1576, with the known signature of the 
poet Gascoigne to the prefatory letter of The Tale of Hemetes the 
Eeremyte, dated Jan. 1, 1576, and found in Royal MS. 18 A xlviii 
in the British Museum. (The paper, with facsimile signatures, is 
to be published in the Modern Language Review). — Twenty min- 
utes.'] 

15. " Modern Elements in Luther's Educational Ideas." 
By Professor Warren Washburn Florer, of the University 
of Michigan. 

[An attempt to restate Luther's position in the history of edu- 
cation in the light of the modern reform movements. — Ten minutes.l 

This paper was discust by Professor L. Eossler. 

16. " The Clerk of Oxenford." By Dr. Harrie Stuart 
Vedder Jones, of the University of Illinois. 

[The usual assumption that Chaucer's Clerk was a mendicant 
scholar is not justified either by Chaucer's language or by what 
we know of Oxford life in the fourteenth century. There is some 
reason to think that Chaucer had in mind particularly a scholar 
at Merton College. — Twenty minutes.} 

This paper was discust by Professor J. L. Lowes. 

17. " The Dialect of Basilicata." By Professor Al- 
fonso de Salvio, of the Northwestern University. 
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[Topography; phonological development: specimens. A short 
summary indicating the plan of the work. — Eight minutes.} 

18. " The Modern Languages as a Cultural Tactor in 
the College Curriculum." By Professor T. Lindsey 
Blayney, of the Central University of Kentucky, Vice- 
President of the American Federation of Arts. 

[The modern languages as cultural disciplines; attitude of the 
public; fundamental mistakes; collegiate versus university courses; 
dangers threatening collegiate work; sciences versus humanities; col- 
lege reform; r61e of modern languages; therein grave responsibility 
of instructors; example of ancient languages; aesthetic and spiritual 
values; instructors, their training and ideals. — Twenty minutes.} 

The Central Division adjourned at 4.20 p. m. 



PAPERS READ BY TITLE 

The following papers, presented to the Central Division, 
were read by title only : 

19. " Poetic Modifications of lAmJms Infantum." By Professor 
Fletcher Briggs, of the Iowa State College of Agriculture and 
Mechanic Arts. 

[In certain modern Grerman poems there appears a noteworthy 
similarity in the idealizations of this early Christian conception. 
Mollifying the dogma of eternal damnation or relegation to limbo 
for the souls of unbaptized children, Klopstock (Messias, I, 670 if.) 
represents them inside the earth, while Stolberg (fler Traum, I, 
28 ff.) and Brentano (Romanzen von dem Rosenkranss, XIX, 21 fif.) 
represent them on the moon; and such bespeak for them later 
immortality in heaven. The development of this conception is inter- 
esting in its relation to idealism in German literature.] 

20. "The Sociological Novel in England at the End of the 
Eighteenth Century." By Professor John Mantel Clapp, of Lake 
Forest College. 

[In English prose fiction between 1780 and 1800 certain tendencies 
of nineteenth century novels become prominent. The magazines of 



